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similar to and, in some studies, slightly higher than those of boys. As Table 7.7 shows, 
however, in the 2013 Youth Risk Behavior Surveillance (YRBS) survey, female high 
school students were victimized at a rate almost twice as high as male high school 
students (13.0% and 7.4%, respectively), although the YRBS measures only physical 
and sexual dating violence (Kann et al., 2014). Psychological and emotional abuse in 
teen dating relationships is even more common than physical abuse, with rates of 
victimization for both girls and boys in one study at 23 percent (Coker et al., 2014; 
Foshee, McNaughton Reyes, & Wyckoff, 2009). One important consistency across 
studies, though, is that girls are significantly more likely than boys to experience 
sexual abuse from a dating partner (Molidor, Tolman, & Kober, 2000; Swahn, Simon, 
Arias, & Bossarte, 2008).

A disturbing trend emerging in the research literature is the prevalence among 
teens of using cell phones or the Internet to control and stalk their dating partners (see 
also Box 7.1). For example, among teens who responded to a survey by the Pew 
Research Center, 22 percent reported that a current or former partner used the 

Physical Dating Violence* Sexual Dating Violence*

Females  Males Females Males

Race/Ethnicity

White 12.9 6.4 14.6 4.8

Black 12.3 8.2   8.8 8.9

Hispanic 13.6 7.0 16.0 6.7

Grade

  9 11.9 5.7 15.7 5.9

10 13.4 6.4 15.9 5.0

11 12.4 8.2 12.1 7.3

12 13.9 9.5 13.9 6.4

Total 13.0 7.4 14.4 6.2

*Among the 73.9 percent of students nationwide who dated or went out with someone during the 12 months before the survey.

SOURCE: Kann, L., Kinchen, S., Shanklin, S. L., Flint, K. H., Hawkins, J., Harris, W. A., et al. (2014). Youth risk behavior 
surveillance—United States, 2013. Morbidity and Mortality Weekly Report, 63(4). Atlanta, GA: Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention. Retrieved from https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/pdf/ss/ss6304.pdf.

Table 7.7 � Percentage of U.S. High School Students Who Experienced Physical Dating 
Violence or Sexual Dating Violence by Sex, Race/Ethnicity, and Grade, 2013


